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The Romance ef the Lowly Cranberry -

A recent talk in the Duxbury Tercentenéry. series was devoted bto Duxbury's mesf famous
industry,’ ship—building. This business, as was i{ndicnted in the tulk, dwindled during the
middlex of the last cen bury and ‘eventaally dlsappeared. Duxbury has enother industry whic.h
has ne'ﬁ‘er dnndled - that of cranberry eicrung. The Duxbury Tercentenary Commi ttee today
presentx the history of ‘the growth of the cranberry jndustry in the State of Massachuset8s,

through the courtesy of Mr. Elroy S. Thompson, of Brockton, who provided the following .

‘interexting material dealing vri.th the J.ndustry-
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’ﬁhen, in 1855, the Bureau of Tndustriec of Massachusetts for the first time included in
. its report a census of the cranberry prodnctron, Duxbury was a part of the picture of that
great potential industry. It was a small part, but Du-cbury was credited vith having four
f"ﬁ}ecres of bog land devoted to cranberry culture, thn value being gi.ven as two hundred and
] fofty four dollars. Stephen N. Glf’ord was a p:.oneer in cranberry growing in Duxbury,.as he
wa.s p pioneer and 1eader in ma.ny otheé activities in ths towm. R ,
. The cultivation of cranberries beg:m in East Demu.s, (;.ape Cod, in 1816, when Caprain
: wind and sand on ‘
Henry Hell obsaerved the apparent effect of/a portion of his wild cranberry ‘meadow. Captein
Hall noticed that both the quantity and the quality of the CTOP jncrensed amazingly where |
"’ the winds had bloun sand from a neighbori.ng kno_}l. He took vines from tae meadow near his
‘ 'house?/lgeset tbem e.djacent to hie' éerden after sending the space generously. The cnptain's
acceptance of nature's hint hes resulted in an industry which produces a fruit, now the
'-"Zaeading export crop of ueseechusetts, Whlch brings a gross annual return of epproxinately
four gnd a half million do]lars. 'rhe value of the crop in 1934, according to Sulletin numbe
“three hundred snd thirty o of the Massachusetts Experimentel Station, issued in June 1938
7 was about twenve percent greater than ‘that of the comnercial apple crop of all New England.

e As e source of. agricultural income 1n Massachusetts, cranberry growing in recent years hes

been excesded only by dairying," poultry raising and vegetsble growing. As a matuer of fact,
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In several towns in Plymouth County, cranberry acreage has jncreased enormously in locations
once covereé. with cedar swemps and bogiands of little oT N0 valusa. '
Tt was nob until about 1850 that, through experimentation, cranberries were grown
" commercially, and eventually yielded large profits on the investments. Up to 1880, cren-
berries, growing wild in the meadows, were ‘reg:'arded as more OoT less comaon. property, so far
‘ a'.s' cusﬁom was concerned, much as many persons regard the 7ild blueberry crop at present.
It was in those days that a lofable l=dy living in Duxoury end known 28 uSareh Mac," i.s
gaid to have exprexsed the comnon feeling in replying to one of the pioneers in 1oca]:
_ .'cra.nberry culture. ,..:4 y L | . '
| As trad:.hi.on has it, Sarah Ms‘c; whose real pame was Miss Sarah PAacFarlin was helping
'iherself to the fruit when the own;r rebuked her for brespassing on his improved cranberry
1end, and quoted the law to prove his point. And here, pelieve it or not, is what she 383
e Areputed to have replied: .
Yal : nI'm an old woman, seventy-one;
Cranberry law has just begun.

: Men mgke laws, bub I won't mind 'em;
T - ' '11 pick cran anberries wherever 1 find 'en.

“'.’.".'_"j‘ It is balievec} by meny that there is a future in cranberry growing in Duxbury, aud

- that the ground has not been scratched in compurison to its pcssn.bilities. Plymouth County
is the 1afgest cranberry ylelding county in the '.vorld, and conditions in Dux‘our-y are us
fagvorable as in other tosms in which tae y:celd is many btimes greater.

George E. Short, of Tsland Creek, is one of the Duxbury men who is regarded by other
cranberry growers ‘as an expert in his line." Until his increasing cranberry interests in
Dux'bury dem-.»ncied his entire atbention, soout 1935, Mr. Short wat CT” “noerry etpert on the 3
jst.afr. of the Plymouth County Extension Service. A

Duxbury has nevar been, in &tk its three hundred ye"T$, whot would be regarded 88 an
:i:ndustrial town, as thab term is conmonly known. The one jndustry in which it gttainéd
international fame was Shipbuilding. But that industry wes cn.rried on elmost exclusively
by ‘residents of the town oT adjoining townz, ne” rly all of whom were direct descendants o
early immigrents from the British isles. Those races uhich usually are attracted to facto

. to_wns, vecause of the employment offered, never pede their homes in Duxbury to any extent
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It was vhen the developaent of land into cranberry 0033 occurred t,lm t Duxtury first

witnessed 2n influx of so-called forelgn3Ts, wnose coaplexions w2Te dar< snd whcse w2ySs

were not the weys o the people of Duxbury. Processes of the melting pot are still in

the:.r infancy in Duxourj' s expei'lence. -

v-;~,,‘These cnnber i.cke"s afe known 25 C2 everdeans,and ate, as their nnae suggests
P NS, ’

- de:cehdg.pts
= of the< jrhabitants of the Cape Verde Islands, and are of Portugese stack.

. ; .
73 “;‘t-
I~. Thempson oaya tribute to them o8 fo].lo nss

The first genemt:.o-x has distinguished itself since Cgpeverdeans beg n coning to the
Un:.ted States aboub 1840. Thio was about t.he ssme time that growing crafberries commercially

. as“a. profi.b ‘oegt).n in the Cape Cod n.rea. The Capeverdeans,qs l&bO“°I‘S, have rrown up '-:ith the

::.ndust.ry. A la.rge prooorti.on oi‘ t.hah raee, especlally in this sect-ion of tha country, is

iden’ui‘ied wita cranberry culbure..
; ean in the Um.ted St.ates is detéd 1840, end is include

The earhest record oi‘ 2 CapeVerd

orin tne list of officers and crew of the whal:.n.- slup, “Acﬁehneb. It concems John Adams,

" (quote) .
‘ "pla.ce of bir‘:h, Cape Diverd, l"ce of residence, Fa:.rhaven, subject of Port.ergal, age,

A t-renty ohe, hegght, ive feet six inches, heir and compleci.on dark." (end Quot.e) The crisin:

.:'of this 1ist of pmssengers and crew 1s in the Boume Wal:mg Huseum, New Bedford.

e first Cnpevordeans to America, and iew
No matter where

It was the whaling vessels that bought th
great vhaling ports. VesGEgeR the Capeverdians setcled, they

edford and Nant\.ckeu were the
~seemed to regard New Bedford as thei.r reel homp in Anerica, the port which to them seemed
' hhe gqhewaj to the Land of Promise. . ' .

There is reel romance connected with the story of Capeverdians and their sppearance in

BE America, first as the crews of whaling ships snd now the backbone of tae cx:anverr,' jndustry.

A g A
On Cape Cod, vhere So peny of them reside, they have acuired plots of iand, end nave bacom’

i successi‘ul grovers of stravberries, raspherTies, and ot,he:. agr-culmrnl products. They are

Tk .
i e.n "{pdugtrious oeople,' and achieve wonderful results tilling lond which tae =hite owner

. precech.ng them, had failed to make productive.

C77 Next week we will heat anoth°r Story of Duztury preprred under the 3“391“35 of the

L"
LA}
. '

: .D‘xxgoury Tercente nary Commi ttee, \kuch is in charge of the celebration of Duxbury's three

e rasik W rthAdav which taxes plece the third, f.‘ourtgh snd fifth of next moath.



